SOCIAL BEHAVIOR                           185

models, but must learn to do it. He has no reflex
mechanisms insuring correct imitation, but apparently
a natural tendency to try to imitate, along with the
ability to perceive the act imitated with sufficient pre-
cision to serve as a check on the correctness of his at-
tempts at imitation.

What is meant here by 'ability to perceive5 requires
a little elucidation. It may be made clear by reference
to two somewhat peculiar instances of imitation.

The spectators of a football game may often be ob-
served, by any one who, with an interest in human be-
havior, turns his attention from the players to the
audience, to execute themselves some of the movements
of the players, especially at critical moments. When
the full back is making a rather deliberate kick, the feet
of some of the audience may be observed to make a kick-
like movement. This appears like an especially good
instance of purely reflex imitation, since the movement
is entirely unintentional and to no purpose, and often
unconscious. A little further observation, however,
introduces difficulty; since it may happen, when the
player's movement is delayed beyond the moment when
it is expected, that the movement of the spectator's foot
precedes that of the player. In such a case, the spec-
tator's movement is clearly not imitative in the strict
sense, since the reaction comes before the supposed
stimulus. Evidently the spectator's movement depends
on an understanding of the situation and a perception of
the requirement for a certain movement, and equally on
an interest that the movement shall be performed, since
it is the kick of a player on one's chosen side that is
thus, as it were, helped along by the spectator.